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Editor’s Note
Welcome to Criterion ’s fifteenth issue, first volume.
As long-time readers know, every winter issue at Criterion presents a
theme selected by our executive team. This year, we’ve thoughtfully elected
to consider mental illness and its portrayal in literature. As we present
several essays that insightfully address this sensitive, important, and underaddressed topic, we’re grateful to these authors and others for creating these
articles.
These essays make it clear that depictions of mental illness have wholly
evolved as our society gains a greater understanding of these afflictions. Still,
when it comes to how the human mind works and how we can assist those
who are suffering, it’s obvious that our society can learn much more.
Learning and assisting has always been somewhat of a theme at Criterion,
especially as new editors aid authors writing in unfamiliar topics. We are
excited to offer such an interesting range of essays and hope our readers are
excited to read. As editors-in-chief, we’re grateful for the effort of editors
and writers who are willing to master new skills, help one another, and have
patience with an executive team that is growing alongside them. It has been a
beautiful experience watching our editors develop meaningful relationships
with us, their authors, and other editors. Additional thanks to our advisor,
Billy Hall, who supervised the instruction of our students. We owe gratitude
to all these parties who spent hours ensuring this journal’s success.
Now, a special thank you to our resident artist, Maddison Tenney, who
has brought these essays to life. We find her depictions of grief, isolation, and
other human concerns especially poignant in this special issue, and we hope
our viewers will feel similarly.

Though we all have much to learn about the human mind and the human
experience, we are grateful for a body of literature that provides so much
instruction and a community with which to collaborate and learn. We hope
this issue might be as instructive to you as it was to us.
Editors-in-Chief
Hannah Johnson & Eden Nielson

